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NEW YORK STATE INSTITUTION LIBRARIES: Status—Direction 
By Marion H. Vedder, Institution Library Consultant 


"Within this 44-acre, walled prison, live 4,000 men... Within these 
confinements our men work, they study; they converse; they think; they plan 
—we hope a better future for themselves. Added to this group are our 700 
personnel. This midget universe expands when the men are challenged by 
ideas and attitudes... they live amongst books. In fact some men write 
their own books, and stories and music! Our library becomes their 'pool,' 
their resource laboratory." 


This is the way Herman K. Spector, librarian of San Quentin Prison, 
California, introduced a National Library Week publication giving the views 
of 16 inmates on the importance and meaning of the library for them. During 
the past 12 consecutive years circulation at San Quentin Prison reached 
a grand total of 2,645,783 books, 136,563 this past year, of which 53,252 
were nonfiction. They select their individual reading from 32,000 cataloged 
volumes. At any one time 55 percent of the men are reading a book and the 
librarian is confident that this percentage would reach 75 percent if more 
attractive and suitable reading space could be provided. At present there 
is space for only 1 percent of the population. 


Reading Interest in Institutions 


The same interest in reading is apparent or latent in the 60 institu- 
tions in New York State, but unlike California, New York has not yet approved 


Willowbrook State School for Mental Defectives, Staten Island, N. Y. 
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a budget formula for uniformly establishing and maintaining institution 
book stocks. A few of our institutions, however, are providing library 
service which would be considered outstanding by even the most severe critics. 


These institutions have reached this goal through years of effort on 
the part of institution administrative staff. Other administrators have 
tried but have become discouraged before achieving the kind of libraries 
which are truly effective. 


Ideal Institution Library 


The ideal or desirable institution library is one which is administered 
by a professional librarian with enough assistants and support to develop 
and maintain a library organization and program suitable for the needs of 
the total institution population (staff and those under treatment). Ina 
correctional institution, this would mean a professional librarian, a part- 
time clerk and a staff of selected inmates trained for various library 
techniques and duties. Ina large state hospital, it would mean a super- 
vising librarian, at least one professional assistant and additional library 
clerks to average one library staff member for each 2,000 patients. Their 
duties would include selection, organization and promotion of library mate- 
rials to serve the staff, students and interns as well as the educational, 
therapeutic and recreational needs of the patients. This means general and 
specialized reference service, effective publicity, programs to stimulate 
full use of library resources, the supervision and training of both patients 
and volunteers to assist in library activities. 


In addition to library staff, conveniently located and sufficiently 
large library quarters, with office and workroom space adjacent, are nec- 
essary. Attractive library facilities are important in every community 
and school, but they have added interest and meaning in an institutional 
setting. To many, the library is an oasis which provides hope for the fu- 
ture, an opportunity to select for themselves what they enjoy and what they 
need in preparing for a renewal of life in an "outside" community. Some 
need trained guidance to discover the books with the most meaning for them 
—perhaps the combined help of psychiatrist, psychologist and library staff. 
Others need only the skill of the librarian to secure for them the materials 
they need in their self-education. 


No institution library can exist and serve any real purpose without a 
constant flow of new materials—not just any printed matter to while away 
the time—but selected materials to whet reading appetites and keep those 
"inside" in touch with the ever-changing world. There is plenty of time 
for reading in an institution and this time can be used pleasantly and 
wisely—for the good of the individual, the institution staff and ultimate- 
ly, all citizens who help to support state institutions and who must be 
prepared to help those who have been institutionalized to adjust to normal 
living. It is a little-known fact that 97 percent of those in correctional 
institutions now return to our communities. There has been a 40 percent 
increase in the number of patients released from state mental hospitals 
during the past five years; for example, in April, 1960, the total was 2,199. 


Progress in Library Service 


Some progress has been made in attaining better library service within 
state institutions. There are now 20 professional library positions among 
the 27 institutions in the Department of Mental Hygiene, although only one 
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of these is at a supervisory level. Four of the training schools have pro- 
fessional librarians and other positions are contemplated. Correction De- 
partment also has four professional library pos:tions but needs many more. 
Each year an effort is made to create new library positions but it is dif- 
ficult to recruit qualified librarians at this beginning professional level 
and even more difficult to secure new positions. 


Financing institution libraries remains largely a catch-as-catch-can 
proposition. Some, in fact, most institution libraries receive some funds 
for new books from what is known as the "Commissary Fund". This fund, which 
varies from year to year, is available for supporting patient or inmate 
activities and programs which are not regularly financed in the general 
operating budget. Usually a limited amount of money is budgeted for medical 
and staff library needs, but rarely more than enough to maintain a minimum 
number of professional journals and indexes. Great ingenuity, persistence 
and patience are required of a librarian to serve the varied needs of in- 
stitution clientele. To illustrate: at Kings Park State Hospital, a $25 
membership in the Medical Library Association made available to the library 
an exchange list. From this list, for $68 spent in postage, $1,550 worth 
of material was secured. In less than two years, the library under the 
dynamic direction of Pauline Vaillancourt developed a collection of some 
8,000 volumes in addition to over 1,500 pamphlets. The room shown is aug- 


mented by five other rooms used for overflow and storage, conference, office 
and workroom. 


In a number of other hospitals progress has been made in coordinating 
and integrating professional and nursing school libraries: at Rockland, 
Middletown, Utica, Binghamton, Buffalo and Pilgrim. This cooperation has 
resulted in greater use of the library materials with better staffing. 


The picture shows a section of the pleasant, colorful, relatively well- 
stocked patients library at Rockland State Hospital. There are also a ref- 
erence room, office and large workroom. Adjacent to the patients library 
is the newly integrated Medical and Nursing Library. Besides the main li- 
brary, four buildings have branch libraries, three are served by book cart 
and six others where most of the patients come to the library have bookcases 
to supplement their visits. No record is kept of use of books placed in 
these bookcases or of paperback books and gift magazines, but library books 
in the library, branch libraries and from book cart service averaged in 
1959-60 over five books per patient for the total population of 6,892. A 


staff of three with the help of eight patients and two volunteers provides 
this service. 


Rockland State Hospital library is more fortunate than some. The 
patients received 1,277 new books and 1,483 were discarded. About 30 cents 
per patient was spent on new books, one for every five patients. 


The total number of books acquired by purchase in all state institu- 
tions in 1959 was 9,616 or .07 books per person. This shockingly low figure 
was increased to .35 books per person when all usable gift books were added. 
The miracle is that from these meager library collections a total average 
of 5.07 books was read by each person institutionalized in all types of 
state institutions including those for mental defectives. Some correctional 
institutions averaged a book a week per inmate. 


Can anything be done to help bring about consistently good library 
resources and services in our state institutions? When department and 
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institution administrators are confident that the taxpaying public will 
accept the library as an important part of the total treatment program, 
they will not hesitate to budget more money for library purposes. No one 
discounts entirely the value of a library in an institution, but it is 

true that some administrators have no clear idea of the vast potentialities 
a library has. Others have used every means at their command to secure 

the best libraries possible. 


Need for Libraries Should Be Better Understood 


Lay people and librarians everywhere are urged to bring about better 
understanding of the need for libraries. As it has become apparent that 
public library services improve and reach more people through cooperative 
effort, in a similar way a system for cooperative institution library serv- 
ices could be equally effective. This is the challenge, to find a pattern 
acceptable to five different state departments which will provide the basis 
of good library service in each institution. Plans for cooperative services 
to state institutions have been discussed, outlined, modified, discussed 
again, filed for full consideration at some future time. The year 1950 was 
a momentous one bringing into existence the first state aid law for public 
libraries. Will 1960 see the beginning of an approved plan for library 
service to the 150,000 population confined in the institutions of New York 
State and to the specialized staff members concerned with rehabilitation? 

Patients' Library, Rockland State Hospital 


ean 


Medical Library, Kings Park State Hospital 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Mrs. Ruth R. Gambee 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


YP *Adamson, Mrs. Joy. Born free; a lioness of two worlds. Pantheon. 

R $4.95. 
The wife of a game warden in Kenya beautifully describes their unique, 
often dangerous, experience raising a lion cub as a playful, affection- 
ate pet, then returning her to the jungle and retaining a friendship 
of equality. Fascinating photographs throughout. 599 


Auden, W.H. Homage to Clio. Random. $3.50. 

Linked by their relation to history, poems written between 1954-59 and 
a prose "Interlude" make up this provocative collection. 821.912 
The selected writings of: Salvatore Quasimodo, ed. and tr. from the 
Italian by Allen Mandelbaum (Farrar. $5. 851.912) contains on oppo- 
site pages in English and [Italian representative classic poems by the 


1959 Nobel prize winner and critical essays on poetry and Dante. 


Brebner, J.B. Canada, a modern history. Univ. of Michigan. $10. 
Delightful to read and rich in scope, this scholarly volume by the 
Canadian-born, late Columbia University professor delineates the history 
of "an extraordinary country" from discovery through 1950; an epilogue 
by Donald C. Masters continues through 1957. Maps. Suggested readings, 
index. (A good investment and gift to the library). 971 


YP *Cousins, Norman. Dr. Schweitzer of Lambarene. Harper. $3.95. 

RH From notes taken on a trip to Africa in 1956 the brilliant editor of 
Saturday Review provides an extraordinarily understanding portrayal 
of the famous jungle hospital and of the sources of Dr. Schweitzer's 
purpose. Excellent photographs. Complete statement on "Peace or Atomic 
War?" in appendix. B or 92 


Evans, Humphrey. Thimayya of India: a soldier's life. Harcourt. $5.95. 
Emerging from this straightforward account of the personable General's 
career, highlighted by his statesmanlike chairmanship of the controver- 
sial Repatriation Commission in Korea, is a revealing picture of army 
organization in India under British domination and the thorny progress 
toward national independence. Endpaper maps, photographs. Glossary. Bor92 


YP *Fosburgh, Hugh. One man's pleasure; a journal of the wilderness world. 
RH Morrow. $4. 
On secluded Baker's Clearing in the Adirondacks the New York State 
novelist finds "quiet excitement" which he communicates in these candid 
jottings on nature, wildlife and people observed over a one-year period 
from April, 1958. Map, drawings. 574.974 
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Frankfurter, Felix. Felix Frankfurter reminisces. Reynal. $5. 
"Recorded in talks with Dr. Harlan P. Phillips" (subtitle), these in- 
terviews with the great Justice conducted for Columbia University's 
Oral History Research Department presents his personal reminiscences 
of contemporary events, including service under President Wilson, 
teaching at Harvard Law School, the New Deal and F.D.R. Index. 340.9 


Y *Frome, Michael. Washington, a modern guide to the nation's capital. 


Doubleday. $3.95. 

An experienced travel writer and resident of Alexandria, Va. offers a 
lively, authoritative compilation, featuring historical background, 
spiced by brief anecdote, recommendations for bed and board, touring 
tips, and 1 to 5-day trips in neighboring areas. Maps. Index. 917.53 


YP *Golden, H.L. Enjoy, enjoy! World. $4. 


RH 


More little pieces by the genial philosopher-humorist, packed with 
plain talk and pungent reflection on the individual in our topsy-turvy 
world. 917.3 


Graves, Robert. Food for centaurs: stories, talks, critical studies, 
poems. Doubleday. $4.95. 

Rewarding collection of reprinted material by the distinguished poet, 
novelist, essayist and literary critic. 828.912 


YP *Gruber, Ruth. Puerto Rico, island of promise. Hill and Wang. $3.95; 


RH 


$1.95 paper. 
Timely, informing report on Puerto Rico today with a glance at its 


history and resources and a lively interpretation of problems and out- 
look for the people. Maps, photographs. Hints for travelers. 917.295 

In Puerto Rico, land of wonders, by E.P. Hanson (Knopf. $4.50. 972.950), 
the eminent geographer and writer, now consultant to Puerto Rico's 
Department of State, has completely rewritten more than half of his 
earlier Transformation (1955) to portray current economic conditions 

in the Commonwealth. Maps. Index. 


Heilbroner, R.L. The future as history. Harper. $4. 

The author of The worldly philosophers (1953) discerningly considers 
"the historic currents of our time and the direction in which they 
are taking America" (subtitle), reasoning from the impact of the bomb, 
the rise of Communism, the mastery of technology and other trends that 
deep understanding is needed to meet the impact of present forces if 
we are to survive. 327.73 
Live and let live; a program for Americans, by Stuart Chase (Harper. 
$3.5 50. 341. 67) 81 summarizes major social and economic changes in recent 
years, mainly resulting from applied science, notes the "accelerated 
rate" of these changes and suggests some concrete solutions. Index. 


Heimann, R.K. Tobacco and Americans. McGraw-Hill. $7.50. 

Attractively illustrated quarto, telling the socio-economic story of 
"this nation's first business" from early cultivation to the leading 
tobacco industry of the world. References, index. 338 .476 


Innes, Hammond, pseud. (Ralph Hammond-Innes) Harvest of journeys. 
Knopf. $5. 

Facile, informally written "collection of pieces" describing the British 
novelist's travel adventures of the last 10 years, his impressions of 
people and landscapes in the Near East, Norway, the Low Countries and 
Canada. Partly reprinted from Holiday. Maps, photographs. 910.4 
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PH Kohn, Hans. 





The mind of Germany; the education of a nation. Scribner. 
$5.95. 
The serious reader will find absorbing this masterly study of "the 

political and moral problems involved in modern German history" which, 


out of catastrophe, bring hope for the Western world. Map. Suggested 
readings, index. 943.08 


Lazell, J.A. Alaskan apostie; the life story of Sheldon Jackson. 
Harper. $4.50. 

When lawlessness and immorality prevailed in the last U.S. frontier, 
an energetic, dedicated, 19th century man of God succeeded against 
staggering physical and moral odds in establishing the first Presby- 
terian mission in the Territory. Map, photographs. Index. 979.803 


Lengyel, Emil. The changing Middle East. Day. §5.75. 

A distinguished author and professor's partisan but well-reasoned es- 
timate of revolutionary political forces and events of the last decade, 
of problems and progress in each nation of a crucial area, arguing 
against pan-Arabism as unrealistic and self-destructive. Map. Index. 956 


PR *Lord, Walter. The good years; from 1900 to the First World War. Harper. 


H 


YP 


ze 


$4.95. 
Reflecting the philosophy that "whatever the trouble, people were sure 
they could fix it", these colorfully written episodes recall significant 


events and optimistic thinking of a nostalgic American era. Photographs. 
Sources, index. 973.91 


*Lowrey, Burling, ed. Twentieth century parody, American and British. 


Harcourt. $5.75. 
The subdivision headings of Fiction, Nonfiction, Drama, Criticism and 
Miscellany are the only prosaic part of this collection of 59 "funny- 


serious drubbings," supplying some "glorious reading" as well as prime 
examples of an admired literary form. 827.91 


Malkus, Alida. Blue-water boundary, epic highway of the Great Lakes 

and the Saint Lawrence. Hastings. $6.50. 

Episodic history of a vital waterway, from early French missionary ex- 
ploration to the "saga of the Seaway", reflecting the pageant of American 
history and fascinating anecdotes and facts connected with the develop- 
ment of shipping, lumbering and iron ore industries on its shores. End- 
paper maps, photographs. Bibliography, index. 977 


PR *Marvin, H.M. Your heart: a handbook for laymen. Doubleday. $4.50. 


PR 





An eminent cardiologist presents a discursive but thorough explanation 
of the "diseases and disturbances to which the heart is subject ... and 
the kinds of medical and surgical treatment that are now available." 
Diagram. Appendix, glossary. 616.12 


Matthews, T.S. Name and address; an autobiography. Simon & Schuster. 
$4.50. 

Thoughtful, skeptical self-examination with pointed comment on the U.S.A. 
by an Ohioanwho writes frankly and sensitively of his austere clergyman- 
father, his loving, heiress-mother, schooling at Princeton and Oxford 
and editorial jobs on the New Republic and Time. B or 92 


Mitchell, Joseph. The bottom of the harbor. Little. $3.95. 
Waterfront life around New York City is explored in six fascinating 
pieces about some individuals and their preoccupations. Reprinted from 
The New Yorker. 917.471 





The Bookmark -231- June, 1960 








*Morin, Relman. East wind rising; a long view of the Pacific crisis. 
Knopf. $5. 
Impassioned and gripping personal memoir by a seasoned American journal- 
ist and Pulitzer prize winner describing the scene in China and Japan 
from 1929-41, "the plastic flow of history" leading to Communist domina- 
tion of the area and exclusion of Western influence. Map. Index. 950.42 


Mosley, L.O. The glorious fault; the life of Lord Curzon. Harcourt. 
$5.95. 

In brilliantly facile style, a British journalist delineates the tortuous 
character and autocratic but dedicated career of the turn-of-the century 
Tory politician, and the three women who shared his glories and defeats 
as Viceroy of India and Foreign Secretary. Photographs. B or 92 


Mulac, M.E. Party fun for holidays and special occasions. Harper. 
$4.95. 

Primarily a collection of games, new and adapted from familiar ones, 

but also including suggestions for favors and invitations for a variety 
of banquets, children and teen-ager groups, "theme" and holiday parties. 
Drawings. Index. 793.2 
Fun on wheels, by Dave Garroway (McGraw-Hill. $2.95. 793.7) is a 
handy assembly of games, puzzles, riddles and crafts requiring a min- 
imum of equipment for "restless children in touring automobiles" and 
their weary parents. Illustrated. 


Newgold, Bill. Guide to modern hobbies, arts and crafts. McKay. $4.50. 
Chatty, enthusiastic introduction to some 80 hobby activities, ranging 
from popular varieties to such specialties as collecting bells and 
street cries, or making mobiles, each section listing books, magazines 
and organizations offering further aid. 790.2 


Payne, P.S.R. The white rajahs of Sarawak. Funk. $3.95. 

How wealthy James Brooke of Bath became Rajah of a small country in 
Borneo in the 1830s is told with truth and vivid detail as is the sub- 
sequent account of succession by his nephew, whose son returned Sarawak 
to Britain in 1946. Photographs. Bibliography, index. 991.15 


Pearson, Hesketh. Merry monarch; the life and likeness of Charles II. 
Harper. $5. 

The popular British king of the Restoration era emerges from this enter- 
taining and sympathetic study as a truly civilized being and sane diplomat 
in a time of intolerance and religious strife, balancing his reputation 

as ineffectual rake. Photographs. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Potter, G.W. To the golden door. The story of the Irish in [Ireland 
and America. Little. $6.50. 

Utilizing previously untapped sources, this is a sparkling presentation 
of the Irish character and the emigration to the United States in 1825- 
54 of more than 2 million uprooted persons who suffered, struggled and 
achieved, uniquely contributing to the new country. Index. 325.241 


Reynaud, Maia. The stove-top cookbook. McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 

In hot weather, or where “oven serves as a catchall for clumsy items", 
this volume will be consulted for more than 250 tested recipes with 

a gourmet touch, and 54 full-course menus using a minimum of calories 
in their preparation. Index. 641.5 


YP Rogers, W.G. & Weston, Mildred. Carnival crossroads: the story of 
RH Times Square. Doubleday. $3.50. 
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A brief "evocation and estimate", breezy and irreverent to match its 
subject, skimming over early history to focus on recent names (Hammer- 
stein, Ochs of the New York Times, Rectors Restaurant) and phenomena 
(advertising displays, "corner spielers", underworld wars). Cartoons 
by Soglow. Bibliography. 917.471 








Simpson, Dorothy. 
RH $5.50. 
From material compiled by the Maine Writers Research Club, a native 
islander details some distinctive facets of Maine's tidewater islands 
on the Western and Middle Coasts, Penobscot Bay and eastward, deftly 
mingling physical description with anecdotes and history. Maps. Bib- 
liography, appendix, index. 917.41 





The Maine islands in story and legend. Lippincott. 
















Steinberg, Milton. Anatomy of faith. Harcourt. $4.75. 

Writer and publisher Arthur A. Cohen has edited and provided a biographic 
introduction to seven essays expressing the warmth, sympathy and thinking 
on modern Judaism of the late Rabbi of Park Avenue Synagogue, New York 
City. Index. 208.1 
















Suggs, Louise & others. Golf for women. Doubleday. $3.95. 
Seven women, professional golfers contribute chapters to this arresting 
book containing action photographs and tape-recorded dialogs that will 
instruct the novice and help the seasoned player. 796.352 












Tucker, G.M. Your money and what to do with it; a primer for the in- 
experienced in the handling, conserving and investment of funds. Devin- 
Adair. $3.50. 

Sound, sensible advice for new and old hands on the purchase of bonds 
and stocks, investment, trusts, methods of saving, wills and bequests, 
gift and estate taxes, joint accounts etc. 332.678 








Fiction 
















Almedingen, E.M. The winter in the heart. Appleton-Century-Crofts. 
$3.95. 

In 1915, a scholarly young priest, educated in Milan, is sent from St. 
Petersburg to a small, German settlement in southeast Finland and how 
the coming of the Bolsheviks alters his aloof attitude toward the parish 
is interestingly told in a striking novel of unusual background. 





Barker, Shirley. The iast gentleman. Random. $3.95. 

H A member of the Wentworth household, lovely widow Lydia March witnesses 
the New Hampshire Governor's nvble loyalty to England in pre-Revolutionary 
turmoil of 1774-75, and must herself decide between his elegant British 
aide and a rough but worthy upcountry lover, as lightly told by the 

author of Swear by Apollo (1958). 



















Benchley, Nathaniel. Sail a crooked ship. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 
Wickedly hilarious little tale of the fantastic adventures of a former 

Navy man and his fiancee on a Hudson River excursion who were "kidnapped" 
by a strange assortment of underworld characters planning a bank robbery 
in Boston and needing someone to steer their stolen cargo ship. 
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Dahl, Roald. Kiss, kiss. Knopf. $3.95. 
Eleven cleverly written short stories, varied in theme from the sophis- 
ticated to the sad, with surprise endings. Mainly reprinted. 


Derleth, A.W. The hills stand watch. Duell. $4.50. 

The marriage of Easterner Candace to kindly tradesman David is marred 
by her discontent with her limited life in a Wisconsin lead mining 
village of the 1840s and ends in illicit romance and tragedy, told with 
sensitive awareness to natural setting, Cornish immigrant ways, and 
political background leading to statehood. 


Greenwood, Robert. A stone from the brook. Appleton. $4.95. 
Astute and compelling chronicle of Yorkshire village pedlar "Robbo" 
whose vindictive greed but redeeming ambition and love for his son 
involve him in theft and murder on his disastrous rise to power. 


YP *Household, Geoffrey. Watcher in the shadows. Little. $3.95. 


R 


Charles Dennim, an Austrian zoologist living quietly in England, telis 
of the sudden threat to his life in 1955 by an unknown assailant whom 
he decides to meet face to face, and this superbly written, enthralling 
story reveals past secret service activities, harrowing encounters in 
the lovely and lonely countryside and a charming romance. 


McMurry, G.H. The call to Murralla. Harper. $4.50. 

In a novel with an authentic, ironic ring offering a parallel perhaps 
with the author's own turn-of-the-century childhood, the young son of 
American missionaries in India reveals a rebellious adolescence domi- 
nated by a strong-willed, dedicated mother and a life of confining 
privation amid exotic, disturbing village surroundings. 


PR *Roberts, D.J. With night we banish sorrow. Little. $4.95. 


H 


Promising authoress Cato Shelley recalls impressions of family life 

in Wyeville, Virginia, of her brilliant, erratic, large-spirited mother, 
and etches in the farflung careers and marriages of her diverse-natured 
sisters, portrayed with wit and feeling. 


Wood, James. The sealer. Vanguard. $3.95. 

In blunt, cryptic language James Fraser, a youthfully impatient Scot, 
relates his misadventures on a secret World War II mission in Tierra 

del Fuego tracking down a pirate German warship, encountering bizarre 
outlaws in his guise of sheep rancherand sealer-smuggler. 
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CURRENT CHILDREN'S BOOKS 


Suggested by Kathleen Sheehan, Assistant Regional Librarian 
Queens Borough Public Library 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Bedtime for Frances, by Russell Hoban; illustrated by Garth Williams. 
Harper. $2.50. 

A little badger with a lively imagination comes up with one scheme after 
another to put off going to sleep but father badger proves himself as smart 
as his daughter. Appealing animal pictures. Ages 3-5 


The Secret Hiding Place, by Rainey Bennett; illustrated by the author. 
World. $3. 
Many pictures in soft shades help to tell this story of how Little Hippo 


found a place of his own where he could be alone--but not too much so. 
Ages 3-6 


The Flute Player of Beppu, by Kathryn Gallant; illustrated by Kurt Wiese. 
Coward. $2.75. 

After a tremendous struggle with his conscience, Sato-San returned a 
lost flute to its owner and was rewarded beyond his wildest dreams. The 
Kurt Wiese illustrations in color capture the mood and character of Japan. 
Ages 7-9 


Shan's Lucky Knife, by Jean Merrill; illustrated by Ronni Solbert. Scott. 
$3. 


A boy from ‘the country outwits a crafty trader from the city. Amusing re- 
telling of an old Burmese folk tale with plenty of illustrations. Ages 6-8 


FICTION 


Miss Charity Comes to Stay, by Alberta W. Constant; illustrated by Louis 
Darling. Crowell. $3. 

Betsy candidly tells the tale of her family's first year of homesteading 
in Oklahoma Territory and of the new teacher whose romance she hindered in 
the most outrageous manner. For good readers. Ages 11-13 


The Well-Wishers, by Edward Eager; illustrated by N. M. Bodecker. Harcourt. 
$3.25. 

Here are some further doings of the boys and girls in Magic or Not, 
which prove that the well can still be persuaded to grant wishes to people 
who want to do good. Ages 10-12 


The Secret of Fiery Gorge, by Wilson Gage; illustrated by Mary Stevens. 
World. $2.95. 

Tracking down "Martians" and investigating the strange activities of 
two men provide Jeff, Marjorie and Tom with some very scary moments before 
the real secret of Fiery Gorge is revealed. Ages 9-11 


Mystery Back of the Mountain, by Mary C. Jane; illustrated by Ray Abel. 
Lippincott. $2.50. 


The Ward children find the answer to the double puzzle of their uncle's 


unpopularity and his fiancee's disappearance, during their summer in New 
Hampshire. Ages 8-10 
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This Was Bridget, by Mary Malone; illustrated by Robert Handville. Dodd. $3. 

Her quick temper and independent ways blocked city-born Bridget Connell's 
efforts to make friends in the Jersey community where she and her little 
brother had found a home with relatives. Story takes place in the 1920s. 
Ages 11-14 


Judy's Summer Adventure, by Sally Scott; illustrated by Beth Kenish. 
Harcourt. $2.50. 

Judy discovered that a vacation in a cabin in the woods with her whole 
family and new friends to play with could be just as adventuresome as the 
seaside holiday she had always enjoyed so much. Ages 6-8 


Simple Spigott, by Mary Francis Shura; illustrated by Jacqueline Tames. 
Knopf. $2.50. 

The Tait children's personal spook not only enlivened their days in an 
extraordinary manner but helped them find a treasure large enough to start 
the pony farm the family had always wanted. Ages 8-10 


The Kingdom of Carbonnel, by Barbara Sleigh; illustrated by D.M. Leonard. 
Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50. 

Magic, witchery and adventure abound as two English children help Queen 
Blandamour defend the cat kingdom of Fallowhithe against an enemy attack. 
This is a sequel to Carbonnel, King of the Cats. Ages 9-11 


Friendly Gables, by Hilda Van Stockum; illustrated by the author. Viking. 
$2.75. 

The six Mitchell children didn't like stern Miss Thorpe who came to take 
care of Mother when the twins were born, so they fixed up a secret hiding 
place and rode out the storm to a happy ending for themselves and Miss Thorpe. 
Set in Montreal, this is a sequel to The Mitchells. Ages 9-11 


Jerry's Charge Account, by Hazel Wilson. Little, Brown. $3. 

Jerry secretly opened a charge account at the grocery store to prove 
the advantages of credit to his father. But the experiment turned into a 
nightmare. Ages 9-11 


NONF ICTION 


Fun with Scientific Experiments, by Mae and [ra Freeman; illustrated with 
photographs. Random. $1.50. 

Some fundamental principles are demonstrated through striking and often 
amusing experiments. Ages 9-11 


America Grows Up, by Gerald W. Johnson. Morrow. $3.75. 

A thoughtful and objective analysis, emphasizing the political and so- 
cial forces which shaped the growth of the United States from the end of 
the Revolution to entrance into World War I. Ages 11-14 


The Tall Grass Zoo, written and illustrated by Winifred and Cecil Lubell. 
Rand McNally. $2.95. 

Authentic information on grassroot creatures is imparted in such a way 
as to develop the child's powers of observation. Ages 6-8 
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ENGLISH IMPORTS AID BOOK BUDGET AT ADRIANCE 


By Basil Mitchell, Senior Librarian 
The Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie, New York 


That the small and middle-sized public library may be overlooking a 
significant opportunity for economy and an important resource for book pur- 
chasing is suggested by a study of book expenditures recently completed at 
the Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie. Reassessing its practice of 
importing certain books directly from England, the Poughkeepsie library has 
found that an overall saving of 35.5 percent has been maintained by such 
purchases during the past six months. As an additional advantage, the li- 


brary has acquired many titles unavailable in hardcover editions in the 
United States. 


Book purchasing in the British market is a practice well-known to 
college and research libraries, but not generally used by the small public 
library in its acquisition program. To the research library the British 
book trade represents the most comprehensive resource for printed materials 
in the English language. In 1959, 20,690 books were published in Great 
Britain in comparison with 14,876 published in the United States. The 
particular benefits offered to the small public library are low prices and 
the British publishers’ larger inventories. Titles go out of print much 
more slowly and infrequently in England, and reprints and reissues in hard 
covers are more important in British publishing than is the prevailing 
situation in the United States. The paperback has not assumed so important 
a role there. The "uniform" edition of a well-known author's work is stand- 
ard publishing practice in England; in America the less salable items are 
usually allowed to drop out of print. 


The Adriance Memorial Library, a municipally supported library with 
an annual book budget of $12,000, orders books from an English bookseller: 
(1) when the title is out of print in hard covers in America; (2) when the 
British publication date anticipates the Anerican date by an appreciable 
length of time; (3) when the British price is lower than the discounted 
price in the United States; and (4) when a special edition available only 
in England is desired. 


Of a total of 146 titles imported from England during the past six 
months, 45 were not in print in the United States. Six titles were acquired 
for qualities special to the English edition, and the remaining 95 titles 
were purchased because of advantageous British prices. The total number 
of titles imported represents about 6 percent of the library's acquisitions 
from all sources over the same period of time. In the library's book buying 
program the British market serves as an important supplement and not as a 
prime source. 


It is possible to make direct price comparisons of the 95 titles which 
were simultaneously in print in the United States and in England at the 
time of purchase. The list includes books of a wide range of subjects; 73 
of the titles are new and standard fiction. The list itself is not printed 
here because so small a selection would tend to pinpoint the pricing pol- 
icies of the American publishers represented on it, and for the most part 
these policies are industry-wide. American prices are normally higher than 
British prices, and are sometimes very much higher. The ordinary price for 
new fiction is $2.10 in England as opposed to $3.95 in the United States. 
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For a few titles on the list American prices represented mark-ups as high 
as 100 percent over the British prices. 


The total cost of the 95 titles at American publishers' prices was 
$414.35. The British price of the same list was $253.68. In England li- 
braries enjoy no wholesalers' discounts, and postage on orders shipped 
abroad must be paid by the purchaser. Postage, reckoned at 14¢ per book, 
or $13.30 for the list of »95 items, increased the expenditure for the British 
books to $266.98. The saving thus effected on the overall list was equal 
to a discount of 35.5 percent on the American price. [It should be added 
that a few of the titles were of a technical or scholarly nature and might 
not have obtained the usual book jobber's discount in the United States. 


Delivery time, requiring three weeks from the date of an order sent 
by air mail, was found to compare favorably with the time required for de- 
livery by American book jobbers. Libraries and other educational institu- 
tions pay no customs on books imported from abroad. 


Though British and American books have certain physical characteristics 
which generally distinguish them one from the other, the Adriance Memorial 
Library has discovered no important differences in the durability of the 
two products. There is a tendency for the British book to be slim and a 
bit smaller, with clean-cut edges, fitting comfortably in the hand. This 
gives it something of an advantage over its bulkier American brother, and 
in the observation of this library it seems to hold its shape over a longer 
period of time. 


In the years immediately following the war the quality of paper in 
British books was frequently poorer than that used for American imprints. 
Such is no longer the case. Currently, the quality of paper in new English 
editions is equal to that used in American books. 


There is, in fact, a heavy mingling of books printed in Great Britain 
in the domestic book trade of the United States at the present time. Books 
actually printed and bound in England are frequently offered with an American 
publisher's imprint on the title page, and the price of such items on the 
American market frequently includes a substantial mark-up over the price at 
which the work was originally offered in Great Britain. In the Publishers’ 
Weekly and in the American Pook Publishing Record imported items are often 
marked with a double dagger. Besides these, books duplicated in this country 
from the British plates or reproduced by photographic processes from the 
British editions compose a considerable percentage of current American pub- 
lishing. The economical librarian will compare the prices at home and 
abroad before purchasing. Both the Cumulative Book Index and Whitaker's 
Cumulative Book List give British prices. 


In evaluating the purchase of British books in bibliographic practice, 
the librarians involved in book selection for the Poughkeepsie library's 
125,000-volume collection cited three particular advantages. They were: 
(1) the opportunity to select from books described in British reviews and 
journals where critical standards are high; (2) the opportunity to select 
from the different qualities of format, color and typography which disting- 
uish the British book and lend variety to library bookshelves and book dis- 
plays; and (3) the opportunity to obtain books of established worth in at- 
tractive new editions. It was felt that the inclusion of British books in 
the library's acquisition program resulted in a general enrichment of the 
collection, lending it an important cosmopolitanism in the blending of fresh 
ideas and points of view. 
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2 PR ANVELING LIBRARIES 


FILMS FOR YOU — Suggested by Jack B. Spear 


Just over two years ago public librarians in the small communities of 
the State were given the privilege of using free films with groups in their 
service areas. Given this opportunity, these librarians have literally 
jumped on the band wagon and the increasing use is something just short of 
fantastic. We appreciate the many thoughtful comments, letters and notes 
on the value of the films to your patrons. Here are a few of the newer 
titles added to the collection. Remember, we have many more, and if you 
need suggestions, simply write Traveling Libraries Film Service, Room 335, 
New York State Education Department, Albany 1, New York; or phone Albany 
HO 2-2641, Extension 344, if you want a film in a hurry. 


The Alaskan Eskimo: 27 min. Color. 

A Disney documentary of the People and Places Series. This film tells the 
story of a typical Eskimo family and its constant adjustment to the various 
rigors of the seasonal weather changes. Delightful viewing and gives a 
good understanding of our new neighbors. Excellent for a general audience. 


Alaska's Modern Agriculture: 15 min. Color. 

Farming in Alaska has its drawbacks and rewards. We see both in this in- 
teresting, up-to-date film on our fast-growing 49th state. Excellent for 
use with Granges, 4-H and similar groups, also suitable for a general 
audience. 


Albert Schweitzer: 80 min. Color. 

A feature-length film in two sections so that it can be shown on almost 

all 16mm sound projectors. Dr. Schweitzer himself narrates this remarkable 
film which is a cinema biography of the Nobel Peace Prize winner, who has 
achieved world renown as a philosopher, theologian, missionary, physician, 
organist, and above all, as a man who has devoted a long, full life to 
serving his fellow men selflessly. A full evening's viewing for church 
groups, adult discussion groups and general audience. 


Bear Country: 33 min. Color. 

A Disney True Life Adventure Series, this film shows the life cycle of a 
North American black bear family in its natural environment. Made to order 
for a general audience, but conservation and hunters' groups will partic- 
ularly enjoy. 


A Dancer's World: 30 min. B&W. 

Martha Graham discusses the dancer as a creative artist, explaining the 

craft simply and clearly, while members of the company execute dances to 
illustrate her theories. Excerpts are given from this famous company's 

repertoire. A surprisingly interesting film for a general audience. 


Edith Hamilton: 30 min. B&W. 
Famous author, teacher and international authority on the cultures of an- 
cient Greece and Rome talks with her friend, Huntington Cairns, Secretary 
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of the National Gallery of Art, in her comfortable home at Bar Harbor, on 
the rocky Maine coast. She speaks of ways in which the Greek civilization 
was unique in the history of the world; the fundamentals of Greek philos- 
ophy; reasons for the fall of Greece; and the contributions of "the Greek 
way" to the modern world. Here is a living example of an active and alert, 
92-year-old who will delight a group of oldsters and bring a general audi- 
ence up on its haunches. 


Eleanor Roosevelt: 30 min. B&W. 

One of America's foremost "elder statesmen" and a tireless advocate of 
international understanding speaks with William Atwood, senior editor of 
Look magazine. Mrs. Roosevelt talks about political obligations of the 
citizens, the practical mechanics of politics, her opinion of her husband's 
greatest achievements and mistakes, the present-day challenge and her hopes 
for the future. A warm, thoughtful experience with a most prominent Yorker 
for many kinds of groups. 


Hands of Mercy: 17 min. B&W. 
This documentary on the Salvation Army shows the many activities of this 


worldwide organization. Church groups will find this particularly interesting. 


Hawaii - The Fiftieth State: 17 min. Color. 

A new and enjoyable look at Hawaii, our newest state. From the grandeur 
of its still-active volcanoes to the bustle of its cities and sugar and 
pineapple plantations, we come to appreciate and know our neighbors. With 
all its beauty, brilliant mosaic of cultures, thriving industries, and 
military importance, Hawaii has much to offer as the 50th state of the 
Union. Excellent for a general audience. 


Hawaiian Islands, Their Origin and Nature Today: 10 min. Color. 
Another excellent, shorter film on our newest state. Beautiful photography 


of present-day Hawaii. Fine for a general audience. 


The Hawaiians: 15 min. Color. 

This film places emphasis on the people living in Hawaii—how they earn 
their living, how they live and play, as seen through the eyes of a tourist. 
Good armchair travel. 


Journey to Nazareth: 274 min. Color. 
A sincere attempt to bring to the screen a spiritual experience by pre- 


senting a modern-day pilgrim's journey to the Bible land and to recapture 
the time and events of Jesus' life and recall to mind His teachings. A 
rich inspirational experience for church groups and general audience. 


Rainbow Valley: 23 min. Color. 

To a fisherman the word "Rainbow" means only one thing—the elusive trout. 
This film, set in the beautiful Rocky Mountain country around Ennis, Montana, 
portrays the world's best trout fishing area and the viewer is tempted to 
drop his briefcase and catch the next plane. Underlying all this beauty 

and temptation of the out-of-doors, however, is a real message of conser- 
vation and obeying the law. Most men's groups will go for this in a big 
way, and Rod and Gun Clubs will clamor for it. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 
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Prepared by 


Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 






These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ANTIQUES 





Boger, L.A. The complete guide to furniture styles. New York, Scribner 
19595 438p. 749 .2B674 


Hughes, Therle. Small decorative antiques. New York, Macmillan ,1960, 
©1959, 223p. 708 .051H894 


ART AND ARTISTS 











Buchheim, L.G. Picasso, a pictorial biography. ,Translated by Michael 
Heron, New York, Viking Press ,1959, 143p. (A Studio Book) 


759 .6P58b9 
Huyghe, René. Gauguin. j,franslated by Helen C. Slonim, New York, Crown 
Publishers, 1959. 96p. 759 .4qG26h9 


Manet, Edouard. Ed. Manet: watercolors and pastels. Selected with an 
introd. and notes by Kurt Martin. New York, H.N. Abrams ,1959; 










a me 759 .4£M27m3 
Timmers, J.J.M. A history of Dutch life and art. Translated by Mary F. 
Hedlund. ,London, New York; Nelson, 1959. 20lp. 709 .492£T584 


Tralbaut, M.E. Van Gogh; a pictorial biography. Translated by Margaret 
Shenfield, New York, Viking Press ,1959, 143p. (A Studio book) 
759 .9G61lt 


FLOWERS 





Casey, Jewell. 101 American wild flowers. With photos. by the author. 
: zist ed.j New York, Vantage Press ¢19595 10l1p. 582 .130979C338 














Colette, S.G. For a flower album, by Colette. Translated by Roger Senhouse. 
Water colors by Manet. New York, D. McKay Co. ,©1959, 70p. 
844 .912C694f 


Daughtridge, L.R. Little textbook of contemporary flower arranging. 
cist ed.; New York, Greenwich Book Publishers -1960, ©1959; 1104p. 
635 .9663D238 


INDIA 





Chacko, G.K. India: toward an understanding; a de novo inquiry into the 
mind of India in search of an answer to the question: "Will India go 
communist?" New York, Bookman Associates ,.1959,; 212p. 338.954C431 
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Dasgupta, S.N. Hindu mysticism. ,¢Six lectures, New York, F. Ungar Pub. 
Co. 1959; 168p. 294D229 


Indian Institute of Public Administration. The organization of the Govern- 
ment of India. Bombay, Asia Pub. House ©1958, 416p. $342.54139 


Sheean, Vincent. Nehru: the years of power. New York, Random House 
c19605 306p. 954.04S541 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Grossman, Sid. Journey to the Cape. Photos. by Sid Grossman; written by 
Millard Lampell. pNew York, Distributed by Grove Press, 1960, ©19593 
779G878 


McIntyre, R.L. 1,000 photo questions answered by experts. New York, Ziff- 
Davis Pub. Co. £1959, 248p. 770 .76M152 


Monier, P.A. The complete technique of making films. ,Translated and 
adapted from the French by Gerald R. Sharp, New York, Macmillan 
c19593 304p. 778 .5349M744 


Thomson, C.L. Successful colour photography. London, New York, Focal 
Press .1959, 144p. 778 .6T482s 


POLITICS AND SOME POLITICAL PERSONALITIES 


Alsop, S.J.0. Nixon & Rockefeller: a double portrait. clst ed.3 Garden 
City, N.Y., Doubleday, 1960. 240p. 973.9209N7 36a4 


David, P.T. The politics of national party conventions, by Paul T. David, 
Ralph M. Goldman -and; Richard C. Bain. ,Washington, Brookings 
Institution ,1960, 592p. $329D249 


McGee, D.H. Herbert Hoover: engineer, humanitarian, statesman. New York, 
Dodd, Mead, 1959. 307p. 973.916Zh7m 


RACIAL PROBLEMS 


Borden, Jona. Red, white, and black; ernow and erlong past, present, and 
future. Illustrated by Jona Borden. Boston, Meador Pub. Co. -1959; 
72p. 301 .45B728 


Brooks, M.R. The Negro press re-examined; political content of leading 
Negro newspapers. Boston, Christopher Pub. House ,1959, 125p. 
070 .48B873 


Norgren, P.H. Employing the Negro in American industry; a study of man- 
agement practices, by Paul H. Norgren -and others, New York, In- 
dustrial Relations Counselors, 1959. 17lp. (Industrial relations 
monograph, no. 17) 331.06142 no. 17 


Vaughan, C.M. Faubus' folly; the story of segregation. -lst ed.j New 
York, Vantage Press ,1959, 160p. $361.451V365 
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Official Publications 


_, OF NEW YORK STATE 


RS 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 

























*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 





*AGING, INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF THE. The State and its 
senior citizens; a guide to New York State services for the aging. 
(1959) 75p. 


COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, Geneseo. A Bibliography of the history of State 
University Teachers College, Geneseo, New York, by Gene L. Dewey, 
November 1958. (1958) 22p. Mimeo. 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. 
(1960) Folder. 





New York State events calendar, April-July 1960. 






















*EDUCATION DEPT. Certified shorthand reporting: law, rules, information. 
1960. 12p. (Handbook 33, professional education) 











* Podiatry: law, rules, information. 1960. 54p. (Handbook 9a, 


ee 


professional education) 


* Summer programs in teacher education for the college graduate inter- 
ested in elementary or secondary education. (1960) Unp. 








Bureau of Business and Distributive Education. Business administra- 
tion for secretaries. (1960) 34p. Mimeo. (Adult course outline 
bulletin no. 131, January 1960) 





: an Human relations for secretaries. (1960) 25p. Mimeo. (Adult 
course outline bulletin no. 132, January 1960) 


: * Research Division. Persisting objectives in education in New York 


State, by William C. Sayres, Associate in Education Research (Social 
Science), March 1960. 1960. 2lp. Mimeo. 










* Recurring reasons for resistance to centralization, by William 


C. Sayres, Associate in Education Research (Social Science), April 
1960. (1960) 17p. Mimeo. 










* INSURANCE RATES AND REGULATIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report 
.--1960. (1960) 10lp. (Legis Doc 1960 no. 13) 
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*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the Industrial Commissioner, 1958. 
(1959) 168p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 115) 


to income and to participation in the labor force, New York State. 
(1960) 19p. Mimeo. (Publication no. B-113, January 1960) 


* Division of Research and Statistics. The Relation of family status 


*NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Library Extension Division. Initiating bookmo- 
bile service for systems of libraries, April 18, 1960. (1960) Illp. 
Mimeo. 


*NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY. Annual report, 10th...1959. (1960) 
108p. 


*POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Annual report, 29th... 
February 8, 1960. (1960) 48p. (Cover title: Power authority, 
5 years of progress) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell University, Ithaca. Blueberries 
in the home garden (by) John C. Cain and G. L. Slate. (1960) 16p. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 900, revised March 1960) 


Control of soil erosion in New York, by H. M. Wilson. (1960) 16p. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 438 revised) 


___. Suburban gardening. (1960) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 1049, 
April 1960) 


*STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Board of Trustees. Annual report... 
1958. (1960) 60p. (Legis Doc 1959 no. 114) 


*STATE VETERINARY COLLEGE, Cornell University, Ithaca. Report...for the 
year 1958-59. 1959. 109p. (Legis Doc 1960 no. 89) 


*UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Directory of elementary schools 
of New York State, 1959-60. 1960. 138p. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 


For Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 


Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


SeeOeeweeeeeaeee He eeeeeezeeve ee eve See 2S SR He ES 


DO YOU WISH TO HONOR A LIBRARIAN? 


* 
* 
* 
*« 

Upon the retirement in 1956 of L. Marion Moshier as Director of * 

Library Extension Division, the staff members of The New York State * 

Library paid her tribute by initiating the annual L. MARION MOSHIER * 

AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED LIBRARIANSHIP. This Award has been contin- « 

ued by the New York Library Association to recognize and honor a * 

librarian in a rural area of New York State with a certificate of * 

merit and an honorarium of fifty dollars to facilitate attendance at «x 

the annual conference of the New York Library Association. * 

Each year the Cooperative Library Development Committee of the * 

Association makes the selection of the candidate for the Award. Sug- « 

gestions of names to be considered for the Award are requested by * 

Mrs. Elizabeth F. Kelly, Chairman, Adult Services Section, Apt. 2K * 

- 200 W. Merrick Road, Freeport, L.I., New York. Names and qualifying *« 

statements of accomplishments should reach Mrs. Kelly by July 15. * 

Consider the following points in suggesting candidates to the * 

Committee: imagination, understanding of people, awareness of com- * 

munity needs, openmindedness, skill in communicating enthusiasm for * 

books and publicizing library services, alertness to changing con- * 

ditions, the creation or revitalizing of a significant library serv- * 

ice (to children, young adults or other community groups), the de- * 

velopment of superior library resources (information and reference, * 

local history, films or records collection), the giving, promotion or * 

extension of library service to the people of a rural community or * 

area. * 

If your answers are largely in the affirmative, you are invited to * 

nominate your librarian for the L. Marion Moshier Award. You may * 

also suggest a librarian in a neighboring community or elsewhere in * 

the State. Remember that not all deserving librarians can win in one * 

year. The Committee reserves the right to make the Award from lists * 

of candidates submitted in previous years if this action seems to be * 

in keeping with the ideals of the Award. * 

* 
* 
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SOeneeeeaee eRe eRee Reese eaeee RAeeeeeenews ses 


Chautauqua-Cattaraugus: The State Education Department has announced the 
formation of the Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Library System to expand and improve 
public library service in those counties. Organized under the provisions 

of the Education law enacted in April 1958, the new system was established 
by vote of the Boards of Trustees of 25 existing libraries at a meeting in 
Jamestown on June 1. They are: In Chautauqua County: Ahira Hall Memorial 
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Library, Brocton; Anderson Lee Library, Silver Creek; Ashville Library, 
Ashville; Bemus Point Free Library, Bemus Point; Clymer-French Creek Free 
Library, Clymer; Darwin R. Barker Library, Fredonia; Dunkirk Free Library, 
Dunkirk; Farmer Free Library, Ellington; Hazeltine Public Library, Busti; 
James Prendergast Free Library, Jamestown; Mary E. Seymour Memorial Free 
Library, Stockton; Myers Memorial Library, Frewsburg; Patterson Library, 
Westfield; Ripley Free Library, Ripley; Sinclairville Free Library, Sin- 
clairville; Tuesday Club Library, Mayville; Falconer Public Library, Fal- 
coner; Fluvanna Free Library, Fluvanna. In Cattaraugus County: Cattaraugus 
Free Library; Memorial Library, Little Valley; Olean Public Library, Olean; 
Portville Free Library, Portville; Randolph Free Library, Randolph; Sala- 
manca Public Library, Salamanca; King Memorial Library, Machias. Elected 
as trustees of the system were: Samuel Price, Jamestown; Robert M. Diggs, 
Olean; Robert Palmer, Dunkirk; Charles Congdon, Salamanca; Harlow Carpenter, 
Portville; Mrs. Catherine McLarney, Randolph; Ellen Gleason, Clymer; Roger 
Hammer, Westfield; Melvin Olsen, Falconer. 


Al Goodwin Retires: Albert Goodwin, who was in charge of the duplicating 
and photocopying of library materials for library purposes, retired on 
May 30. Mr. Goodwin has been responsible for printing The Bookmark since 
its inception as a monthly in October, 1949. He brought to his daily task 
unusual artistic skill and interest in a finished job. We wish him better 
health and full enjoyment of his leisure. 


Staff Briefs: Dr. Robert H. Deily, head of the Technical Processes Section, 
attended the Special Library Association's annual meeting in Cleveland, 

June 5-8. — Ernest H. Breuer, law librarian, attended the annual convention 
of the AmericafXSAssociation of Law Libraries in Minneapolis, June 27-30. 

The Hon. Charles S. Desmond, Judge of the New York State Court of Appeals, 
spoke at the banquet on June 29. — Mason Tolman, reference librarian, will 
teach a course in American Political Parties at Russell Sage College Summer 
School. — Mrs. Mildred Tunis who will resign from the staff of the Technical 
Processes Section in August will take up her new duties as reference li- 
brarian of Colby Junior College, New London, N.H. in September. Mrs. Tunis 
has been with the State Library for eight years. — Marian Koenen resigned 
from the Legislative Reference Library in June to become the bride of 
Salvatore S. Perri, speech therapist of the Northeastern New York Speech 
Center, Albany. 


Social Security Exhibit: Staff members of the State Library in June planned 
and arranged an exhibit to mark the opening of the new offices of the Social 
Security Administration at 16 Park Street, Albany. The materials shown there 
included: a copy of the English National Insurance Act of 1911 which was 

the first Anglo-American state plan to concern itself with providing health 
insurance for its workers, and which became the basis for the growth of 
social security as we now know it; the House and Senate Hearings on the 
social security bills; a history of the social security act and other per- 
tinent publications. 


Manuscript Facsimile Acquired: A recent acquisition of the State Library 
is a facsimile edition in color of the miniatures of the Syriac Manuscript 
Plut. I, 56 in the Biblioteca Medicea-Laurenciana in Florence. Usually 
referred to as the Rabbula manuscript from the name of the scribe, about 
whom nothing else is known, the manuscript comprises the four Gospels and 
was written at the Monastery of St. John of Zagba and completed in the 
Greek year 897, our year 586. The facsimile, with commentaries on the 
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whole manuscript by Carlo Cecchelli Giuseppe Furlani and Mario Salmi was 
published in Switzerland in 1959. 


National Library Week, 1961: April 16-22 is the date set for the fourth 
observance of National Library Week. Norman H. Strouse, president of J. 
Walter Thompson Company will serve as chairman of the Steering Committee. 
Mr. Strouse has been a member of the Steering Committee for three years 
and is at present secretary+treasurer of the National Book Committee. A 
well-known bibliophile and collector of fine printing, manuscripts, incu- 
nabula and autographs, Mr. Strouse devotes much of his leisure to the op- 
eration of his private hand-printing press. He is a member of the Grolier 
Club of New York and has played an active role in library development, 
serving on the Citizens Advisory and Circulation Department Committee of 
the New York Public Library, with the National Committee in the United 
States of the American Library in Paris, and as a vice-chairman of the 
Friends of the Colgate Library. 


Publications Available: From the April, 1960 Wilson Bulletin, "Bulletin 
Board Display," by Rhyllis Weisjohn. This is the first of a series of 
16-page WLB Guides, to be published occasionally on various aspects of li- 
brarianship. It covers thé planning and assembly of bulletin board dis- 
plays, lettering and illustration, and lists display ideas and captions. 

It is illustrated and includes a bibliography. Cost: $2 for 10 copies, 

$4 for 25, $5 for 50. Also from the April, 1960 issue, "The Need to Read," 
by Francelia Goddard. This 4-page reprint features a chart relating the 
child's behavior sequence between the ages of 2 and 14 to his probable book 
interests. Cost: $1 for 10 copies, $2 for 25, $3 for 50. From the December, 
1959 issue, "Trade Books for Beginning Readers," by Martha Olson Condit. 

It gives a synopsis of each book, indicates suggested grade level, and in- 
cludes a technical analysis cowering such features as length of sentences, 
familiarity of vocabulary, type of illustrations, style and kind of reader 
for which recommended. Cost: 20¢ each for 10 or more, 15¢ each for 100 

or more. It is regretted that orders can be filled only if accompanied 

by remittance, and that orders cannot be taken for single copies. Single 
copies of the Bulletin cost 35¢ each and will be sent while supply lasts. 
Address The H. W. Wilson Company, 950 University Avenue, New York 52. — 
"In Review," an interesting ‘list of books that appeared in the 1950s, is 
contained in the June Branch Library Book News, 20¢ by mail from The New 
York Public Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, New York 18; also, from 
New York Public, the April 1960 issue, devoted to "The City—Problems and 
Prospects,"' 20¢ by mail, — Good suggestions in "Early Jamestown Family 
Reading List," presented by the Family Service, Inc. and the Prendergast 
Free Library, Jamestown, N.Y., free for the asking from Jamestown. — "The 
Queens’ Page" is an attractive coverage of children's books from the pic- 
ture story to the teens, prepared by Queens Borough Public Library, 89-14 
Parsons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, N.Y. 


ALA News: The following appointments to the staff of the American Library 
Association will become effective in the summer of 1960: The combined duties 
of an associate executive director of the American Library Association and 
executive secretary of the Association's library administration division 
will be assumed on September 6 by Alphonse F. Trezza, present executive 
secretary of the Catholic Library Association. Trezza took his bachelor's 
degree at the University of Pennsylvania in 1948 and his master's in 1950, 
having received his library science certificate from Drexel Institute of 
Technology's graduate library school in 1949. — Ronald V. Glens will assume 
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the position of executive secretary of the reference services division on 
June 15. Glens received his bachelor's degree in technical journalism at 
Kansas State University in Manhattan, and his master's degree in library 
science at Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, in 1957. He studied 
oriental literature and fine arts at Kyoto University and the Oriental In- 
stitute in Kyoto, Japan, and did graduate work at the Bread Loaf Graduate 
School of English in Middlebury, Vermont. Since 1957, he has been general 
librarian, (administrative assistant) at the library of the University of 
Idaho, Moscow. — Charles R. Carner will become permanent public relations 
officer July 15. As assistant manager of public relations at WGN, Inc., 
he is responsible for the press relations and publicity of the Chicago 
Tribune radio and television stations. Following his graduation from Morgan 
Park Military Academy, 1941, Carner served as a pilot in the air transport 
command, China-Burma-India wing. From 1946-48 he attended the University 
of Arizona at Tucson, majoring in English and journalism. He received the 
Illinois Press Association editorial award in 1950. 


RR AAAARAARARAAARKAARAKAAAARARARARRARARARA RRS 


WHAT'S YOUR LINE? 


Are you interested in adult services, audio-visual activities, 
work with children, reference service, technical processes? The 
North Country Library System has a place for you in any of these 
fields of librarianship. 

This new cooperative library system was established in 1958 to 
serve 65 public libraries in northern New York. [It continues the 
work of the famous Regional Library Service Center started in 1948. 
The System headquarters is modern and well-equipped, and the staff 
is young and progressive. New and extended services are planned. 

Qualifications: L.S. degree. Experience desirable but not re- 
quired. 

Salary: $4,988—$6,078. New York State retirement, social se- 
curity, health insurance, and other benefits. 

Write to: Robert L. Carter, Director, North Country Library 
System, 1050 Arsenal Street, Watertown, New York. 
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Clinton-Essex. The Friends of the Chazy Library are offering $5 each for 
the best book review written by a student in the senior English class 
and in the 8th grade at Chazy Central Rural School. The Chazy Public 
Library has recently been completely redecorated. — Mrs. Frank Peterson 
has succeeded Gladys Smart who has resigned as librarian of the Keeseville 
Free Library. 


Dutchess. An oil painting by Elfriede Borkmann has been offered to the 
Fishkill Village Art Show, proceeds to go to the Blodgett Memorial Li- 
brary. The show is scheduled for July 9. — A volunteer group of women, 
members of Friends of the Library, spend several hours a week at the 
Starr Institute Library, Rhinebeck. Their projects include: painting 
the front door, erecting a sign on the front of the building and an iron 
railing on the steps, checking card catalogs and arranging books on the 
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shelves. They plan also to paint the inside doorway and hall and have 
the ceiling replastered. 


Erie. On May 6 Elizabeth Congdon retired from the Grovesnor Reference 
Division of the Buffalo and Erie County Library where she had been since 
1946. Miss Congdon is a graduate of Elmira College and Simmons Library 
School. Her varied career included positions at Hamilton College, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Rochester Public Library and 
Zoological Library at Cornell. She is a former president of the Western 
New York chapter of the Special Libraries Association. Since college 
days she has collected material on the legend of Tristan and Isolde. 


Jefferson. Mrs. Ina Hunt, who had been librarian of the Rodman Public Li- 

brary, died on April 27. Her daughter, Mrs. Ruth Gordinier, former 

‘ assistant, is now acting librarian. — A 20-year old project of compiling 
and arranging genealogical records is being carried on at the Flower 
Memorial Library, Watertown. The work is being done on a volunteer basis 
by members of the LeRay de Chaumont chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the Northern Frontier chapter of the Daughters 

of 1812. 


Monroe. Gates, suburb of Rochester, with population of approximately 12,000, 
hopes to open its new public library at the end of 1960 if a qualified 
library director can be secured. This will be the 17th library in the 
Monroe County Library System. — Rochester Public Library's central hall 
display for National Library Week won first prize of $200 in the Lifetime 
Reading Plan display contest sponsored by the World Publishing Company. 
Rita Pernaselli designed, and with Carl Zimmerman, created the exhibit 
which featured cartoons as background for Clifton Fadiman's "Lifetime 

Reading Plan." 


Nassau. Spencer G. Shaw, children's consultant of the Nassau Library System, 
has been honored by Hampton Institute, Virginia, as the 1960 recipiert 
of the Alumni Award. He received the award at the 90th annual commence- 
ment for his "outstanding contributions made to the community and his 
profession." Mr. Shaw received his B.S. degree with highest honors from 
Hampton Institute in 1940. He was granted a Carnegie fellowship for 
graduate study at the University of Wisconsin Library School and has 
received two scholarships for advanced study at the Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago. A specialist in storytelling, Mr. Shaw 
has introduced "The Family Evening Story Hours" to member libraries of 
the Nassau Library System to encourage reading as a family activity. 
: He is a member of Beta Phi Mu, honorary library fraternity, is a frequent 
contributor to Junior Libraries and has served on the faculty of Queens 
College. — For the general effectiveness of its publicity, and especially 
» for the organization and presentation of a national display of materials 
of interest to library trustees, the Levittown Public Library has re- 
ceived the John Cotton Dana Award in its class, 25,000-100,000 population. 
The contest is jointly sponsored by the Wilson Library Bulletin and ALA's 
Public Relations Section. 





Oneida. At a meeting on May 11, the Board of Trustees of the Erwin Library 
and Institute of Boonville voted to request membership in the North 
Country Library System. The System Board approved this request, and 

it has been submitted to the State Education Department for final ap- 
proval. The Erwin Library will have the distinction of being the first 
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new library to be added to the System outside its original area of serv- 
ice. — From William A. Dillon, director, Jervis Library: "Fireworks 

in Rome in May as Jervis Library trustees fought for a new building. 
Assailing the Common Council minority as ‘political book burner's' for 
defeating a bond issue they had previously received favorably, Board 
President George B. Waters obtained a public pledge from Mayor Lanigan 
that funds would be made available for the project. The Jervis Library 
Association will contribute $100,000 toward the building, for which it 
hopes to break ground in September and open to the public in late spring. 
With the Mayor's assurance of building funds, the library joined the 
newly formed Mid-York Library System, for which it expects to serve both 
as headquarters and central library." 


Queens. A stimulating program on "Careers in Library Service" was broadcast 
over WWRL on the first evening of National Library Week, with Rachel W. 
DeAngelo, coordinator, Library Education Program at Queens College, acting 
as moderator. Sophia Mehrer of the Queens Borough Library Staff served 
as library liaison, enlisting the four young participants, two high school 
juniors and two freshmen at Queens College. Answering questions from her 
interviewers, Mrs. DeAngelo did a fine job of presenting library work 
as a rewarding and exciting career. Queens Borough plans to duplicate 
the script for future use in its recruiting program. — In a series of 
tables comparing libraries serving populations over 60,000, drawn up by 
Dr. Emerson Greenaway, director of the Free Library of Philadelphia, the 
Queens Borough Public Library was among the first five in the nation in 
growth during the period covered, 1953-59. 


Rockland. A dedication ceremony and official opening of the West Nyack 
Free Library took place on June 5, 1960. The Honorable Katharine St. 
George, congresswoman, was guest speaker. 


St. Lawrence. Preliminary plans for the new Warren Memorial Library have 
been approved by the attorney for the Warren Estate and the Board of 
Trustees of the Massena Public Library. James E. Bryan, director of 
the Newark, New Jersey, Public Library, served as consultant. The new 
building will have a capacity of 72,500 volumes. — It was lollypop-and- 
storytime for 170 campus school kindergarten children when they visited 
the Potsdam Public Library on May 19. At noon the same day, members 
of the Library Club of the Potsdam High School and their advisor, Mrs. 
Marjory Pattison, brought their lunches, held a meeting, and heard a 
talk on careers in library work. 


Schenectady. The Wingate branch of the Schenectady County Public Library 
has begun the circulation of records, the first of the branches or book- 
mobile to offer this service. A basic list of 100 records was prepared 
by Adele H. Brown, who is responsible for the ordering of records for 
the Central Library collection. — A recruiting program was held at the 
Central Library on March 29 with 63 in attendance, 12 adults and 51 stu- 
dents. The topic of the evening was Librarianship as a Career with a 
film program and talks by Florence Harshe, director of the Southern 
Adirondack Library System, and Vincent Aceto, assistant professor of 
library science at New York State College of Education at Albany. High 
school library assistants, foreign exchange students, high school guid- 
ance counselors and librarians, and library pages employed in the 
Schenectady County Public Library were invited. — A Librarian-for-a- 
Day program was held on Wednesday, April 6, during National Library Week. 
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Four students from each of the county schools participated. They acted 
as Librarian-for-a-Day at the Union College Library, the main General 
Electric Library, the General Engineering Laboratory Library, Whitney 
Library, General Electric Research Laboratory, Knolls Atomic Power Lab- 
Oratory, and at the Schenectady County Public Library. 


Southern Adirondack. At the second annual meeting of the Southern Adiron- 
dack Library System, Chester B. Ostrander, president, announced that 
the System Board had voted to make available a $50 scholarship to each 
member library for either a librarian or a trustee to attend the NYLA 
conference in Syracuse, October 12-15. If the individual were able to 
attend only one day of the conference the scholarship would be for $25. 


Southern Tier. Silas Townsend, bookmobile librarian, requests large, glossy 
photographs for display at the State Fair in Syracuse. He writes: "I 
am particularly looking for photographs that show the bookmobiles in 
use, with people around them, the more the better, rather than just pic- 
tures of the bookmobiles themselves. Pictures which also show part of 
a store or church or other local setting would be especially desirable. 
A lot of tiny snapshots will not be very effective. I hope they will 
be 6x8 or larger and, if possible although certainly not required, in 
color." Please send photographs as requested to Silas Townsend, care 
of Bookmobile, Hornell Public Library, Hornell, N.Y. before August 30. 
Photographs will be returned after the Fair. 


Washington. The Hudson Falls Free Library, chartered October 27, 1910, 
will observe its golden anniversary with a plan to make it possible to 
serve the area better. An attractive brochure records a half-century 
of service and achievement and lists library needs as: larger children's 
area, increased seating capacity for reading and study, additional shelv- 
ing, replacement of lighting, floors and furniture. Esther Sherman has 
been librarian since 1928. 


Westchester. Katherine M. Holden, director, Westchester Library System, 
and president of NYLA, will be one of 15 American public librarians 
spending five days in August as guests of the Swedish Ministry of Edu- 
cation, visiting new libraries and discussing mutual problems with a 
group of Swedish librarians. — Photographs taken by Dr. Henry R. Redka 
were displayed at the Mount Vernon Public Library. A dentist by pro- 
fession, Dr. Redka is a camera fan, specializing in pictures of odd- 
shaped and interesting flowers, grass or weeds. He prefers to work in 
the early morning hours when vibrations caused by passing traffic are 
reduced to a minimum. Photographs of babies, animals and children are 
included in the exhibit. — The Mount Vernon Public Library now has a 
collection of over 2,100 phonograph records which may be borrowed by 
any registered adult borrower in good standing. Originally a deposit 
of $5 was required from borrowers from the collection which was begun 
in 1951. Starting June 1, the deposit requirement will be abolished. 
Responsibility for the cost of replacing broken or lost records will 
continue. — Mrs. Dudley Hallett of Scarsdale will begin her duties on 
July 1 as children's librarian of the Eastchester Public Library. Mrs. 
Hallett worked as a children's librarian in the New York Public Library 
before and just after her marriage. She has served as a volunteer in 
school libraries in Scarsdale and has worked one year as a school librarian. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Evelyn Nelson, Reference Section 
Vacation Time 


Ford, Norman. Bargain paradises of the world. Harian Publications, 
Greenlawn, New York. 1960. Revised edition. 88p. $1.50. 


How to travel without being rich. Harian Publications, Green- 
lawn, New York. 1960. 8th revised edition. 87p. $1.50. 


Frome, Michael. Better vacations for your money. Doubleday & Co., Garden 
City, New York. 1959. 160p. $1.95. 


Going places! a guidebook of trips for children, edited by Nancy K. 
Hergert. Junior League of Stamford, 35 Scofieldtown Road, Stamford, 
Connecticut. 1958. 102p. $1.20. 


Heath, Monroe. Our 50 states at a glance (Great Americans Ser. V. 6) 
Pacific Coast publishers, 1023 Chestnut St., Redwood City, California. 
1959. 6lp. $1. 


Holidays, 1960. Manufacturers Trust Co., International Banking Dept., 
55 Broad St., New York 15. Free. 


Joseph, Richard. World wide money converter and tipping guide. 1960-61. 
Doubleday & Co., 575 Madison Ave., New York 23. 1960. 64p. $1. 


Outdoor program, 1960. U.S. Dept. of Interior, National Park Service, 
National Capital Parks, Washington 25, D.C. 1960. 49p. Free. 


Rand McNally. Vacation guide: United States, Canada, Mexico. Rand McNally 
& Co., Box 7600, Chicago 80, Illinois. 1960. 192p. $1.95. 


Requirements for the entry of U.S. tourists into the Latin American Repub- 
lics, 1960. Pan American Union, General Secretariat, Organization of 
American States, Washington 6, D.C. 22p. 10¢. 


Whittier, Robert J. Evinrude "How to" book of outboard cruising. Evinrude 
Motors, 4143 N. 27th Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 1953. 35p. Gratis. 
(Write for more recent edition) 


Zim, H.S. & Dodge, N.N. Pacific Northwest: a guide to the evergreen 


playground (Golden regional guide, 3) Golden Press, 630 5th Ave., 
New York 20. 1959. 160p. $1. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
Edited by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


Carter, Mary Duncan & Bonk, Wallace John, Building library 
collections. 1959. Scarecrow. $6. 025.21 


"Book selection, and guidance to readers, together are the 
professional apex in librarianship," writes Ralph A. Ulveling, 
director, Detroit Public Library, in the Foreword to this in- 
troductory volume. The authors are on the faculty of the De- 
partment of Library Science, University of Michigan. 


Their hope is that the book's broad scope—from title 
announcement to acquisition—will make it "useful to all those 
who pursue the art of selection or who are preparing to do so." 
While its first appeal will no doubt be as a textbook for be- 
ginning students (comparable to Drury, Book selection, now out 
of print), there is much of value here to the practising book 
selector who may well find in it helpful, up-to-date material 
for a self-administered, refresher course. 


Principles of book selection as related to the library's 
purposes are discussed in the opening chapter and the need for 
judgment and flexibility stressed. A provocative checklist of 
statements over the years is added. Censorship, book reviewing 
and annotation writing are next considered and mention also 
made of the value of radio and television in stimulating read- 
ing. (Please note: Alexander Woollcott, not Wolcott, p. 64). 


Descriptions of basic book selection aids and national 
trade bibliographies, information on surveying and weeding, 
types of libraries and order work round out the text. Em- 
phasis throughout is on public libraries, though other types 
are referred to when pertinent. Appendixes contain three 
statements on book selection, including the "Library Bill of 
Rights," and a series of quotations on policies and procedures. 
A bibliography and index conclude the volume, 


Building library collections has sound content and con- 
tains good background material. Its makeup would be improved 


by headings in boldface to aid readability. é* 


ASA WYNKOOP AWARD: An award of $50 from the Asa Wynkoop Fund will be given 
to a New York State Community Librarian who has not had formal library 
school training for the specific purpose of attending a course ina li- 
brary subject, or, for visiting outstanding libraries through a planned 
trip of equivalent time. Applications should be sent by July 20, 1960 to 
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Kelly, President, NYLA Adult Services Section, Apt. 2K - 
200 W. Merrick Road, Freeport, L.I., New York. Individuals themselves may 
apply, or application for the award may be made by trustees or friends. 

A statement describing how this award would benefit the librarian or im- 
prove library service to the community should accompany the application. 
The Award will be presented at the NYLA Conference in Syracuse. 
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